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ED, CharterRegs

From: Tiffany Pacifico <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 11:35 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Pacifico

270 Kathleen Cir, Harleysville, PA 19438, USA
Tpacifico4@gmail.com



ED, CharterRegs

From: Earl Kissinger Jr <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 10:55 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Earl Kissinger Jr

524 Spruce St, Pottstown, PA 19464, USA
earlkiss@aol.com



ED, CharterRegs

From: Lauren Perry <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 10:48 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Lauren Perry

3404 Alydar Rd, Downingtown, PA 19335, USA
Laurenperryl@yahoo.com



ED, CharterRegs

From: Keith Rose <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 10:36 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Keith Rose

2321 Lincoln Ave, West Lawn, PA 19609, USA
Krose50@comcast.net



ED, CharterRegs

From: Deb Soderland <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 10:14 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Deb Soderland

1415 Crestmont Dr, West Bradford Township, PA 19335, USA
deb.soderland@gmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Katherine Kaplan-Locke <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:44 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Katherine Kaplan-Locke

515 N Meadowcroft Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15216, USA
hanarasell8@msn.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Nicole Wenk <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:44 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Nicole Wenk

103 S Anchor Way, East Fallowfield Township, PA 19320, USA
Nicolegwenk@gmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Rebekah Wiesen <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:37 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Rebekah Wiesen

89 Sharon-Bedford Rd, West Middlesex, PA 16159, USA
allsilent@hotmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Victoria Davis <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:33 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.
My children would rather drop out, than ever go back to a brick and mortar school. | would never send them back to the
slaughter house. Where they have a chance of getting: shot, stabbed, hit by car, COVID, the flu, or one of a million other
viruses. Not to mention being bullied, assaulted, sexually assaulted. Here at home we have 3 dogs, and a gun. | know
where they are and what their doing.

Sincerely,

Victoria Davis

27 E Kerr St, Uniontown, PA 15401, USA
luvmygsds@gmail.com

18



ED, CharterRegs

From: Maryann Caprioli <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:32 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and

19



students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Maryann Caprioli

109 Sunnyhill Ln, Saylorsburg, PA 18353, USA
cappy@ptd.net
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ED, CharterRegs

From: florence nolt <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:15 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

florence nolt

6537 Stein Ln, Winfield, PA 17889, USA
flofamily5@verizon.net

22



ED, CharterRegs

From: Patricia Rossetti <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:14 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Patricia Rossetti

208 Camden Dr, Zelienople, PA 16063, USA
patricia.rossetti721@gmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Stacey Barnes <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:13 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Stacey Barnes

1546 PA-36, Tionesta, PA 16353, USA
sshreff@gmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Lauren Garland <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 9:00 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Lauren Garland

67 Ashberry Ln, West Brandywine Township, PA 19320, USA
Laurenm.garland@gmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: gerald hill <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 8:52 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

gerald hill

615 N Bromley Ave, Scranton, PA 18504, USA
jerd26@yahoo.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Kelly Kelley <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 8:46 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Kelly Kelley

409 Broad Meadow Dr, Parkesburg, PA 19365, USA
Kellym327@gmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: MARY AYERS <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 8:35 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

MARY AYERS

4801 Meadowview Dr., Erie, PA 16509, USA
ayer514@twc.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Connor Zuccarelli <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 8:35 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Connor Zuccarelli

219 W South St, Nanticoke, PA 18634, USA
Connorzucc@aol.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Melissa Zuccarelli <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 8:33 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Melissa Zuccarelli

219 W South St, Nanticoke, PA 18634, USA
Melzepp4life@aol.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Patrice Colton <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 8:29 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Patrice Colton

108 Culbertson Run Rd, Downingtown, PA 19335, USA
Pcolton429@comcast.net
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Mikki Aaronson <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 8:22 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Mikki Aaronson

1157 Woodruff Rd, Coatesville, PA 19320, USA
Mikkiaaronson@gmail.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Paul Martin <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:54 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and

43



students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Paul Martin

423 New Grove St, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702, USA
Mrtn085@verizon.net
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Shanya Ptomey <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:50 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Shanya Ptomey

516 Lorenz Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15220, USA
Shanyaptomey@icloud.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Sue Schunk <noreply@citizenwindow.io >

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:29 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Sue Schunk

111 Stonebridge Ln, Downingtown, PA 19335, USA
Sueque25@aol.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Monasia Howell <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:22 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Monasia Howell

5827 Brownsville Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15236, USA
monasiahowelly09@icloud.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Kristina Crow <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:17 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Kristina Crow

216 Deer Run Dr, Honey Brook, PA 19344, USA
Kristinapleate@yahoo.com
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ED, CharterRegs

From: Jeanne Affleck <noreply@citizenwindow.io>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:15 PM

To: ED, CharterRegs

Subject: [External] Opposition to Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown sources. To
report suspicious email, forward the message as an attachment to CWOPA_SPAM@pa.gov.

Dear Secretary Ortega and the Pennsylvania Department of Education,

As a member of the public charter school community, | am submitting these comments in opposition to the proposed
Regulation #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is a taxpayer-funded agency whose stated mission is “to ensure that every
learner has access to a world-class education system that academically prepares children and adults to succeed as
productive citizens.” This proposed regulation does not support your agency’s mission and is harmful toward the
150,000-plus public charter school students, parents and educators in the state.

The majority of Pennsylvania’s charter school students are underserved. Whether it’s a failing school, lack of resources
or their emotional and learning needs were simply not being met in the school district, charter schools are serving a
population that chose another option. You cannot treat these students, parents and educators as second-class citizens.

My charter school works hard to ensure students have the tools to succeed. It conducts yearly audits and abides by the
same reporting standards as district schools, but this regulation would increase the requirements for charter schools
only.

This regulation is punitive toward charter schools and would burden them with additional challenges and requirements
to maintain operations or grow to serve their student populations. For example, new schools or schools that wish to
renew or expand would be required to go through an application process that lacks objective standards and a consistent
process.

As you know, the authorizer charged with approving these ambiguous applications is the school district, when a majority
of school districts have publicly opposed charter schools and are actively fighting to shut them down. This is essentially
the status quo anti-charter process that’s been used for years, with no positive reform. Our students end up paying the
price for these political games.

Meanwhile, there is no application requirement for district schools to open, renew or expand their campuses.

The pandemic made clear that families need more choices for education, not fewer. One size does not fit all was made
clear when more than 22,000 students enrolled in charter schools last year.

Throughout the pandemic, charter schools have shared resources and collaborated within the educational community to
ensure students have continuity of education and the tools for a quality education. They should be collaborated with as
leaders in the education community, not targeted with overreaching regulations.

Any potential reforms to charter schools should be reviewed and voted on by the Legislature. At a minimum, we need
more time to read and understand the impacts of this regulation to comment. Thirty days is not enough. The comment
period should be extended, and regulators should take the time to hear directly from Pennsylvania’s families and
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students with statewide listening sessions.

Every child and parent in Pennsylvania deserves the right to choose the public education option best for them. It is clear
anti-charter special interest groups are driving this proposed regulation. Stop playing politics with our children’s futures.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Affleck

25 Hunter Rd, Coatesville, PA 19320, USA
zugarekjea@verizon.net
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